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Turkey-Armenia Journalists’ Dialogue Programme 

 • Since 2009, in cooperation with Heinrich Böll Stiftung Turkey Office, Hrant 
Dink Foundation has been implementing this programme with a view to 
strengthen ties between journalists from Turkey and Armenia and to 
contirbute to the establishment of direct and accurate channels of 
communication and news reporting across the two countries.  
 

• In the 4th year of the programme, a group of 10 journalists from Turkey 
visited Armenia from May 3rd to May 9th, 2012. 
 

• The journalists had the chance to observe on the spot the parliamentary 
elections in Armenia on May 6th and they were able to immediately share 
their impressions before and after the elections with their readers and 
viewers right from their neighbouring country. 
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 2012 Armenia, Programme Participants 
• Belma Akçura – Milliyet Daily 
• Can Ertuna – NTV 
• Celil Sağır – Today’s Zaman 
• Elif Özgen – CNN Türk 
• Emre Ertani – AGOS Weekly 
• Fadime Özkan – Star Gazete Daily 
• Hilal Kaplan – TVNET 
• İnan Gedik – Habertürk Daily 
• Murat Aksoy – Yeni Şafak  Daily 
• Tarık Işık – Radikal Daily 
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 Individuals and Organisations Met     3– 9 May 2012  
• Civilitas Foundation, Salpi Ghazarian 
• Yerkir Media, Gegham Manukyan 
• Regional Studies Centre, Richard Giragosian 
• Civilnet TV, Karen Harutyunyan 
• GALA TV, Vahan Khatchatryan 
• Asbarez Journalists’ Club, Levon Barseghyan 
• Genocide Museum-Institute, Hayk Demoyan 
• Gyumri City Research Center, Ashot Mirzoyan 
• Speaker of Armenian National Assembly, Samvel Nikoyan  
• Republican Party, Galust Sahakyan 
• Prosperous Armenia, Vartan Oskanian 
• Heritage Party, Raffi Hovhannisian 
• Armenian Revolutionary Federation Dashnaksutyun Party, Giro Manoyan 
• OSCE Yerevan 
• CIVIC Forum, Marine Manucharyan 
• 5th Floor, Aleksey Manukyan 
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• Throughout the programme, the participants visited 16 individuals and 

organisations including press and media agencies, politicians, academics and non 
governmental organisations. 

• Apart from official meetings, the participants took part in the pre-election rallies of 
2 political parties.  

• Thanks to the support of the Civilitas Foundation, an election news room was set 
up for the participating journalists. Some journalists visited poll stations and 
interviewed Armenian voters. 

• Thanks to the logistic and technical support offered by Civilnet TV, the journalists 
could have live broadcast from Armenia.  

• The participants were also present in the press conference organised right after 
the elections by the OSCE as the main international organisation for election 
monitoring.  

• Apart from the capital Yerevan, the group also visited Etchmiadzin, Khor Virab, 
Zvartnots and the city of Gyumri. 
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•  After the programme, 22 columns and news articles were published in the 

print media in Habertürk, Milliyet, Radikal, Star Gazete, Today’s Zaman and 
Agos.  

• Throughout the programme, the leading news channels CNN Türk,  Habertürk 
and  NTV covered news about the election process and made live broadcast 
from Armenia on the election day.  

• Apart from the news about the elections, Can Ertuna from NTV made an 
interview at the Akhuryan train station, the last train station before Kars on 
the Armenia-Turkey border, which remains idle since 1993 as the border was 
sealed. This interview was broadcast separately on NTV 
http://video.ntvmsnbc.com/19-yildir-beklenen-tren.html 

• Other than the news covered in the print and broadcast media, the 
programme participants Can Ertuna, Celil Sağır, Elif Özgen, Fadime Özkan, Hilal 
Kaplan, Tarık Işık and Emre Ertani actively used the social media during the 
programme and shared their impressions and thoughts about Armenia with 
their followers. 

 

http://video.ntvmsnbc.com/19-yildir-beklenen-tren.html
http://video.ntvmsnbc.com/19-yildir-beklenen-tren.html
http://video.ntvmsnbc.com/19-yildir-beklenen-tren.html
http://video.ntvmsnbc.com/19-yildir-beklenen-tren.html
http://video.ntvmsnbc.com/19-yildir-beklenen-tren.html
http://video.ntvmsnbc.com/19-yildir-beklenen-tren.html
http://video.ntvmsnbc.com/19-yildir-beklenen-tren.html


 
let’s pin down the headline at the neighbour’s! 

Turkey-Armenia Journalists’ Dialogue Programme 

 



 
 

let’s put the headline at the neighbour’s!  
Turkey-Armenia Journalists’ Dialogue Programme 

 

Habertürk - İnan Gedik, Armenians also make an effort to understand Turks, 07.05.2012  
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Radikal -Tarık Işık, Let’s Mark a New Beginning, 07.05.2012  
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 • To put things in Hrant Dink’s word, even though 
we got used to the idea of these “two close 
people” living as “two distant neighbours”, this is 
something abnormal and we need to seek ways 
to normalize it. Especially at a time when the 
centenary of 1915 events is approaching, at a 
time when we are faced with many opportunists 
who want to abuse this pain against both of 
us(both people). But, above all, at a time when  
we all bear the utmost responsibility to come to 
terms with the past and to pursue justice. 



“Election propaganda in Armenia is 
done in a very civilized way. Hope the 

same for Turkey.”  

“Armenian cuisine and Armenian music… 
What else one can ask?” 



“The most expensive houses in Yerevan are 
those with the view of Ararat, they are 2-3 
times more expensive” 

“Mount Ararat finally showed her face today 
to Yerevan. Such an impressive view.” 



“No matter whom we talk to, 
they tell about their family story 
and say they have nothing to 
learn from historians. Are they 
wrong?” 

“Even the Dashnaks are 
sensitive about the Turks killed 
by rebels in the past. But they 
say what they were subject to 
was something planned and 
executed by the state. Are 
they wrong?” 



“Armenia is definitely 
not like the way it is 
seen/presented from 
Turkey. It is absurd to 
talk about 1915 
without visiting 
Armenia.” 

“Gagik from Kars, Parpi village. 
How come he ended up in 
Yerevan?” 
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 For the first time, an election in Armenia was covered in such a way in the 
news in Turkey. If this programme did not exist, it would not be possibly 
covered in the media. 

 
All of a sudden, we experienced a normalization of perception in the media. 

“Yes, now we will turn from our Western neighbour Greece to Eastern 
neighbour Armenia to get the election results”. This coverage was very 
important. 

 
I would like to take part in the programme again and visit the city of Gyumri 

next time. I believe it will be very beneficial to organise the next 
programme to Armenia in February 2013, at the time of presidential 
elections. 

       Can Ertuna, NTV 
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I finally had the pleasure to go to Armenia with Hrant Dink 

Foundation’s programme. I had been waiting for this visit 
for a long time. I took away many things important to my 
profession and myself. I am sure I will still feel the influence 
of this visit, of the things i have seen many years in the 
future.  

I can see that the Foundation is not only giving a hand but 
offering its entire being for the solution of problems 
between the two nations, therefore I want to congratulate 
you on this.  

       Tarık Işık, Radikal 
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I had the first live broadcast experience of my 

life in Armenia. This has been a very important 
moment for my profession. I am very happy to 
know that in the future we will be able to 
cooperate with the organisations we met 
when it comes to news making and reporting. 

      Elif Özgen, CNN Türk 



Feedback from the Participants and 
Organisations Visited 

• To organise the 2013 Armenia programme during the 
presidential elections, which is the most defining moment for 
politics in Armenia.  

• To have professional audio-visual recordings during the 
programme and meeting for better and quicker dissemination 
of results 

• To make sure that the news articles, reports and columns 
made in Turkey  after the programme are translated into 
Armenian and shared with the organisations visited as well as 
the media. 

• To expand the programme beyond journalists and to organize 
further programmes for academics, opinion makers and 
activists from both countries 
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